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A multi-year integrated 
research/teaching  project

OPEN BUILDING
An OPEN way of designing   
OB as thinking
OB as application
Relevance to SA

Rethinking process
Rethinking product

Teaching of design 
(beyond the design studio)
Workshop approach
Learning by doing 
Sharing of technical know-how 
Action research

Local knowledge informing design 
City as laboratory

A multi-year integrated 
research/teaching  project

An open approach to architecture: Design in the 4th dimension by Amira Osman

Alternative housing strategies
Reconsidering funding and delivery mechanisms

Investigating policy 

Alternatives to current approaches that are 
perceived to be unsustainable



An open approach to architecture: Design in the 4th dimension by Amira Osman

built environment levels and 
decision making systems

Identification of distinct levels of intervention within 
the urban fabric means that different types of “infill” 
could be achieved within a permanent “support” 
system. 

Such an approach allows for distributed decision-mak-
ing in the built environment, mixed use, mixed income 
as well accommodation of organic processes of human 
intervention. 
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open building de!nitions 
and tools

Dynamic societies require agile archi-
tecture.  Two alternatives face clients with dynamic 
requirements:

Scrap and build practices

Stock maintenance practices

The later is called “open building” among some practi-
tioners internationally.
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open building is not a new 
concept 

Systemic principles are at work, even if they are not 
appreciated or are largely invisible at any given time.
This living fabric regenerates itself naturally and 
regularly, if unevenly.  There is a certain order to the 
process. 

Parts can be replaced without excessively disturbing 
other parts. 

In a healthy living fabric, there are no winners or losers 
but rather a dynamic balance in time.

(Habraken) 





Body/Garment/Utensil 
 
Food 
 
Furniture  
 
Partitioning  
 
Building 
 
Neighbourhood 
 
City 
 
 

Nomads – as a 
community – 
fareeq  
 

People in settlements – again as a village hilla – 
groups of fareeqs/Communal control in settlements 
– at many levels  
 
 

Control exercised at various levels in a cultural set-up 

Agents of control are 
mostly groups – rarely 
individuals:  



Space,	
  place	
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  meaning	
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  northern	
  riverain	
  Sudan	
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INTERDISCIPLINARY 
INTERPRETATION TO 
INVESTIGATE HOW 
PEOPLE INTERACT 
WITH THE 
ENVIRONMENT AND 
HOW THEY SHAPE 
THEIR SPACES AT 
THE MICRO AND 
MACRO LEVELS 
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systems	
  

















WEBSITE : http://uj-unit2.co.za  
TWITTER : @amiraosman0 
FACEBOOK : UJ UNIT 2  


